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1992: Based on total population of approximately 258,000,000 

· 8.5 % of the homeless last resided in a home they owned. 

· 66.3% of the homeless resided in the same house for five years or more be-
fore becoming homeless, with more than 50% of them having grown up in the 
same location. 

· Almost 41 % of the homeless in shelters are female. 

· Of the homeless with work histories, 30% are Professionals and white collar 
workers; 38% are blue collar workers; and 32% are service workers. 

· 64.4 % of homelessness is unrelated to drug & alcohol problems. 

· 26. 6% of the homeless have no income. 

· 15.7% are mothers without jobs, on Aid to Families with Dependent Children. 

· Of those with income from any source, 49.7% receive less than $300 a 
month; 41.7 % receive between $300-$600 a month. 
 

The Catherine McAuley Center will host an 
open house on June 5th, 2009. Tea & scones 
will be served during the day for anyone who 
would like to visit our 709 Madison Ave. 
Scranton, PA office. 

Wishing you a rainbow 

For sunlight after showers- 

Miles and miles of Irish smiles 

For golden happy hours- 

Shamrocks at your doorway 

For luck and laughter too, 

And a host of  friends that never ends 

Each day your whole life through. 

Spring Wish List: The 2009 Mothers on a Mission Com-
mittee is seeking new members in both counties. If you are 
interested please call either 342-1342 or 779-2801.  

Our bookkeeper needs assistance with her new program-
Quick Books. If you have technical knowledge of this pro-
gram, call 342-1342. She would definitely love to hear from 
you. 

Dear Sister Therese, 

     The Pennsylvania Quilters Association, Inc. is 
having a quilt show at Solomon-Plains Educa-
tional Complex, 41 Abbott St., Plains, PA from 
10:00 am to 5 pm on May 2 & 3, 2009 called 
“Quilting Through Time ”. On each of the days we 

are having two auctions:  Small item auction will be at 11:30 am & 
3:30 pm. Free lectures- Sat. & Sun at 2:20 pm. Admission: $5 
(students) $3 and group rates are available.  

     We have looked at your mission statement and feel that our mem-
bers and the public who will be attending our quilt show will be 
happy to bid on small quilted items knowing that your organization 
will benefit from their purchases. The Proceeds of the auctions on 
Saturday, May 2 will be donated to the Catherine McAuley Center in 
Scranton and Plymouth, PA 

            Sincerely,  

   ���������	
�	�  

 Directions: From North/South take 81 to the Wilkes-Barre exit 170B, 
follow signs for 309 North, take exit 3 Plains. Follow signs for Maffett St., Pro-
ceed .7 of a mile on Maffett St., just beyond Turkey Hill turn right onto Abbott St. 
and the School entrance is on the right 

From Back Mountain– Take 309 South /Cross Valley Expressway to exit 3 
Plains, follow signs for Maffett St., proceed .7 of a mile on Maffett St, just be-
yond Turkey Hill turn right onto Abbott St. School entrance is on the right. 

 A significant Anniversary year such as this 25th is a time for us to celebrate in joyful thanksgiving the mosaic of 
so many lives woven into the fabric of the Catherine McAuley Center. First and foremost we give thanks for the courage 
and vision of Sr. Anne Paye, RSM, who saw the need of homeless women and children and responded. Supported by her 
two companions, Sr. Dorothy McLaughlin, RSM and Elizabeth Brandreth, RSM, they began sharing their extra bed-
rooms in their convent in North Scranton in 1984. 
 In the newsletters this anniversary year, we will share some of the snippets of the Center’s history: 

      The Early Years 
         October 1, 1984 
A Note from Anne Paye, RSM 

 “The Catherine McAuley House is a new service of the Sisters of Mercy in the Scranton area. It is a residence for women in 
a crisis which leaves them homeless and without resources. 
 Four Sisters of Mercy are now residing at the former St. Joseph Lithuanian Convent and 
are offering hospitality to such women. We can accommodate from 4-6 women (and their chil-
dren, if any) for as long as one month. 
 Sisters of Mercy have undertaken housing as a ministry since 1981, when we identified it 
as the most critical national problem. More than a year ago, two of us ministered locally to sev-
eral women with nowhere to stay. Investigating, we learned there is no cheap, safe place for 
women in the area, other than “battered women”. (Since then, the over-night, emergency shelter 
has been initiated.) We also learned, through the Economic Development Council of Northeast 
Pennsylvania, that as many as 35 women a year need a place to stay for a week or longer, and 25 
for a shorter term; an additional 400 women with children are temporarily homeless each year. 
 While the housing shortage is felt by men and women alike, it is extremely difficult for 
women to locate safe and affordable lodging. Just as distressing is the fact that without a perma-
nent address anyone is denied welfare funds, food stamps and medical assistance. Since homeless 
women are usually penniless, jobless and/or pregnant, their situation can be desperate. 
 The Catherine McAuley House is attempting to meet women’s need for short term housing in Scranton.” 
         Anne Paye, RSM. Ph.D. 
         Executive Director 
               1984-1994 
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 The Sisters of Mercy have supported this ministry with finances and personnel. In the early years, Sisters of Mercy, Anne, 
Dorothy, Elizabeth, Marise Fabie, Kathleen O’Halloran (NJ), Rene Flederbach, Dorothy Hagen, Lucille Brislin, Suzanne Stutz , 
Marie Gruver, Eleanor Thorton, all served on staff. Sisters Kathryn Birdsall IHM, Loretta Bloch OSF,  Marie Larkin PBVM, Sheila 
Tague MSC, from various religious communities also served. Sue Toma, Marie Claire Boylan, Karla Haydam, Denise Redinski, 
Beth Fox, Alice Camille, Ellen Saunders and many volunteers all gave generously of their time and talents to the growing  ministry. 

 The first Board meeting was held on July 31, 1986 with Sisters of Mercy-Anne Paye, Lucille Brislin, Cecelia Meighan, Vir-
ginia Bertschi, Elizabeth Brandreth, Mary Ellen Brody, and Dorothy McLaughlin serving. Early liaisons to the Sisters of Mercy 
Leadership Team were Sr. Virginia Bertschi and Sr. Kathleen Smith. 

 In the beginning years hundreds of women and children, starting with Josephine Woods, the first guest, found a caring home 
and generous support at the Center.  

 We hope you enjoy with us our journey through our history. In this newsletter we are highlighting the two 30 day residences 
in Scranton & Plymouth. Future newsletters will share the other programs. 

Affectionately,  

Executive Director 



 
 

North Pocono Students Remember McAuley Kids at 
Christmas 
 

North Pocono High School Teacher Irene Cesarini’s Family and Consumer 
Science Class at North Pocono High School created gifts for disadvantaged 
kids as part of a class project. The net result is not only educational; it is 
practical, warming and charitable too. The students crocheted hats and 
scarves by the score. The warm bounty was collected by Sister Kathleen 
Smith, RSM, assistant director of the Catherine McAuley Center in Scran-
ton and members of the Mercy Hospital Employee Council. Standing here 
from left are: Teacher Irene Cesarini, Sr. Kathleen, North Pocono High 
School Principal- Jeff Hatala,  Students- Kristyn Fanslau, Gouldsboro;  
Liana Diaz, 

Thornhurst;  Marisa Edwards, Moscow; Nicole Graydon, Gouldsboro;  
Olivia Rosengrant, Mount Cobb; Ed Schulp, Mount Cobb; Donna Manley,  
Manager of Central Processing, Mercy Hospital; student Amber Stoner, 
Moscow and Sandy Bisignani, North Pocono High School. 

Students Stock Food Pantry Shelves  

Cortland Davis, Cecilia Dunford, Ally Hart, Elizabeth 
McGowan, Katie Richardson-Juniors from Scranton 
High School-chose the Center as their service site for a 
great fundraising project. The students hosted a Kitchen 
Shower that was held at Marywood’s IHM Center. 
They invited the public, served refreshments, had a pro-
gram that talked about the mission of the Center and 
delivered all the new donated kitchen items.  They did a 
great job! We’re sure that Principal Brian McGraw and 
everyone involved at Scranton High School are very 
proud of their students. 

 

 

Cub Scout Pack 16, from the Hickory Street Presbyterian Church, Scranton, PA 
coordinated a community food drive to benefit the Center. Sister Marise Fabie 

accepted the donation on behalf 
of the Center and also spoke to 
the young Scouts about  the 
many young children, who 
through no fault of their own, 
are living with relatives, friends, 
shelters, and 
even in cars.   

Pictured with 
donation: Sister 
Kathleen Smith and 
Lisa Heim, staff & 
Ernie (volunteer)  

Troop 29’s  Silver Project Benefits Shelter 

Girl Scout Troop 29 worked on their Silver Project at the Lackawanna County 
Emergency Shelter . The project  involved a complete clean-up of the Shelter’s 
yard; landscaping the entire area; painting the storage shed and fencing; planting 
annuals & perennials; playing with our children; and talking with our moms. The 
yard looked and continues to look fantastic. Thank you Scouts: Bridget McGowan, 
Erica Sidorowicz, Erin Murphy, Shannon Murray, Sarie Currie, Siobhan Brier and 
Troop Leaders Kathy Murphy and Michele McGowan.   

Welcome Sister Margaret  Burke 

Sister Margaret  is the 
Center’s new receptionist. 
And we are so happy that 
she is with us!  She is a 
Sister of the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary from Scran-
ton. A retired school 
teacher, Sister Margaret 
brings her wisdom, pa-
tience, and knowledge to 
the very demanding posi-

tion of answering phones, greeting all our donors and 
guests, making food packages, tracking all donations, 
etc...AND, she’s not worn out yet!!! 

Current Volunteers/Activities In the fall of 1991, Vivian Greenberg gathered together 
a remarkable committee of 54 leaders in Lackawanna 

and Luzerne counties, asking them to help homeless mothers and chil-
dren. By January 1992, they had designed M.O.M.(Mothers on a Mis-
sion) and committed themselves to a three-pronged course of action; an 
appeal for donations from corporations, a separate appeal to individu-
als, and a general appeal called “Walk for M.O.M., Walk with 
M.O.M.” at Pocono Downs the Sunday before Mother’s Day. Seven-
teen years later, the M.O.M. Committee is still active and still devel-

oping  new fund raising ideas. In  2002, the idea for a traveling Parade of Baskets developed. 

��������
     Discussions about utilizing the St. Vincent de Paul Con-
vent for women in need of housing was initiated in 1986 by 
Rev. Joseph Houston, pastor. It was more than a year, how-
ever, before concrete plans took form. Coincidentally, it was 
on the feast of the parish patron, Oct. 17, 1988, that Sister 
Anne Paye, RSM, and Sr. Marise Fabie, RSM renamed the 
vacant convent to honor the first Sister of Mercy and began 
to prepare it for guests. House Manager, Karla Haydam, RN 
and College Misericordia senior Beth Fox took up residency 
on Jan. 4, 1989, and were ready for the first guests on Jan. 13. 

     Collaborating with the Sisters of Mercy were the parishion-
ers of St. Vincent DePaul Parish, Christian Service Center, 
Commission on Economic Opportunity, Catholic Social Ser-

vices, Junior League of WB, Salvation Army, United 
Way and the larger civic community. All joined forces 
to provide safe, decent and affordable housing to home-
less women who ‘fall between the cracks’ of existing 
programs. Linkages with the Bridge Program, Dis-
placed Homemakers Pro-
gram, PAX Christi, Pro-
ject Remain, Vision, 
Kings College, LCCC, 
and Wilkes (University). 
Volunteers from a wide 
spectrum of groups and 
places met monthly to 
determine ways to assist 

the guests. The Executive Director was Sr. Anne Paye, RSM; 
Project Director, Sr. Marise Fabie, RSM; House Manager, 
Karla Haydam, RN; Assistant Manager, Barbara Evans. 

### 

As we begin our 20th Year here in Ply-
mouth, we have been blessed with a visit 
from some of the staff that helped to shape 
our mission in the early days of our ministry  
The photos show Sister Marie Gruber RSM - 
1990-1992.  Alice Camille and Cindy Jones 
both worked in the house in 1992. It was 

great to experience their surprise 
and delight when they  saw vari-
ous improvements while recog-
nizing the new needs.  

Sr. Lucille Bris-
lin, RSM, has 
been named Pro-
ject Director of 
the Catherine 
McAuley House, 
Plymouth, effec-
tive July 1, an-
nounced Sr. 
Dorothy 
McLaughlin, RSM chairperson of the Board 
of Directors of the Catherine McAuley Center, 
Scranton, PA. 

L-R-Beth Fox & Karla Haydam 

 The Catherine McAuley Center purchased a 
four bedroom house  on  Jan. 7th, 1988. Adjacent to the  
Catherine McAuley House, Scranton, PA,  a Mercy convent, it became 
known as the Annex.  The home made it possible to serve more women and children 
who were homeless and without resources.  Gifts of furniture and supplies were do-
nated and the doors were opened to receive guests by Christmas of 1988. Since then 
the Annex has been home to approximately over a thousand women and children in 
Lackawanna County. 
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Director 

Catherine McAuley Plymouth 
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History Continued 


