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The Parade of Baskets 
is a basket raffle that 
travels throughout 
Northeastern PA. The 
Parade stops at various 
businesses and organi-
zations where people 
can actually look at the 
baskets and learn more 
about the Catherine 
McAuley Center. Last 
year there were thirty-
six baskets-beautifully 
decorated and filled 
with a variety of items 
that address particular 
themes. Many baskets 
were donated by busi-
nesses/organizations who filled their baskets with information and 
goodies. It was a great way to advertise since the baskets are exposed 
to many ‘potential’ customers.   

 If you are interested in donating a basket or having the  

parade visit your business/organization, please call the Center at 570-
342-1342 or 570-779-2801.  

Catherine McAuley Center 
709 Madison Ave. 
Scranton, PA 18510 

Nonprofit Org. 
U.S. Postage 
 P A I D  
Scranton, PA  
Permit #157 

For more information about the Catherine McAuley Center, 709 Madison Ave., Scranton, PA call 570-342-1342 or the                                   
Catherine McAuley House, 121 Church Street, Plymouth, PA call 570-779-2801. 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Tea Time 

Our Wish for You  
 

Wishing you songbirds 
To welcome each morning 

Wishing you flowers 
To brighten each spring 
Wishing you laughter 

And sharing and caring 
And all of the joy 

That each new day can bring! 

Spring Wish List: The Catherine McAuley House, Plymouth is wish-
ing for 33 gallon garbage bags and (always) cleaning supplies. They 
are also in need of volunteers. Call 570-779-2801 for more informa-
tion. The Catherine McAuley Center, Scranton is in need of clothing 
hampers, disinfectant wipes, alarm clocks, cereal, and tomato sauces. 
Thank you to all our wish list donors...you are the best! 
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A Message from the Executive Director: 
 In this twenty-fifth anniversary year of the Center we are also celebrating twenty years of 
service to homeless women and children in Luzerne County at our Catherine McAuley House in 
Plymouth, PA. Every year approximately 95 women and children find a caring home there. 
 As we continue our journey through our history, we are sharing with you in this issue the 
second phase in our housing continuum, our three year long transitional scattered site housing pro-
grams, and the vital role that volunteers have played and continue to play in this ministry. 
 On September 12th, the 25th Anniversary Celebration will be as follows: 
4:00 PM– Mass of Thanksgiving in the Chapel at Mercy Center, Dallas, PA 
5:00 PM-A fund raising cocktail hour and dinner. Tickets are $50 and seating is limited to 200 
guests. 
          All of us at the Center thank our readers and                                                                       
donors for their compassion for and  generosity              
to the homeless women and children in our community. Executive Director 

 
 “As I reflect on the 20th Anniversary of the Catherine McAuley House in Ply-
mouth, I find it hard to believe that I have been a part of that history for almost 17 of the 
20 years. When I arrived at the house in September of 1992, I was in awe of what had al-
ready been accomplished. The former Mercy Convent in Saint Vincent de Paul Parish had 
been beautifully transformed into a temporary residence for homeless women and chil-
dren.                                                                                                     
 Since then I have witnessed hundreds of  families 
make this house their home for 30 days or longer, women 
of courage who strive to find a better life for themselves 
and their children. Most of the women are grateful for the 
opportunity to stay here and get back on their feet. Chil-
dren come in scared, but are happy to find a play room as 
well as friendly faces. Many women have found permanent 
housing and achieved the goals they set for themselves. A 
few are donors and some are volunteers.                                                 
 When I look back on the difficult times, I am re-
minded of St. Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians, where 
he describes some of what he endured to preach the Good 
News. We have survived floods, snow storms, leaking roofs, 
false fire alarms, and chaos of every description. Through 
all of it, with the help of God and great advisors, we have 
been able to maintain a sense of humor and a sense of       

            proportion. 
 We have also been blessed by the pastors of St. Vincent de Paul Church, and now 
All Saints Parish, who have supported and affirmed us throughout the years. I have been honored to work with an in-
credible team of volunteers and staff members. Some are now with the Lord, others are retired, and thank God, many 
continue to volunteer. New volunteers are added to our number each year. 
 I never cease to be amazed at the Providence of God who takes care of our needs through the support of gener-
ous donors even before we ask. To all those who made the last twenty years of service to homeless women and children 
possible I say a huge “THANK YOU”. 
                                                                                                    Sister Marie Larkin, PBVM 
      Director of the Catherine McAuley House, Plymouth, PA 

� � �� � � �� � 	
 � � 
 �� � 	
� � 
 � � 	

� � �� � � � � � � 	� � 	� � � � � 	� �	� � � �� � 	�� � 	

� � � � �� � � 	� � � � � 																					

� � � 	� � ��� � � � 	



 2 

���������	
������
��

� ����
���������������������������������������
������������� ��������
�
�������
����������
����������
����������	
 �����
�
��

�����������������������
����
��
��
���������� 
���
������������
���������
��

������
�����������������
��������������������
����� 
�
�
�������� ����
�������
���!��"�����#$�
�����%���������&����������������������������������� ������������������������������������������������������������� ������������
� �
�
'������������
���������
����!����
�����
������ ����������� 
����
��������� ��������!�
�����������
������
�������
������
��
������
������� ���!�������
��������
���������
���(���
��
�
��
������� ������
�����
��)
��!*���
�+,,��������-
"��
 �����������
�� �
�
�������
�������
��
�����
�
�����
�����
���
����-�
��������
��
����
���� ���� -
.���
�������*������������������ 
��������
����
����
����������������������������������������� ����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
� /�
�	
������
��

��������������������������������� �� ��
���������
������������������.

��

����������������������������������
���'������� ���
����
�������
 ��-
�������

��0��������
)���-�,���
!�����������
����
��
��
����������
����� ��
����
�����������
������
� �������'!����1�

       To Attend an Open House 
  June 5, 2009 

         Catherine McAuley Center 
         709 Madison Ave. 

   Scranton, PA 
  10:00 am to 3:00 pm 

The Catherine McAuley Center’s 25th Anniver-
sary Booklet  has sponsorship ads available: 
 

The Gold (full page B& W /4½w x 7¼h) is $600.00  
The Silver (half page B& W/4½w x 3¾) is $300.00 
The Bronze (quarter page B&W2¼ x 3¾) is $150.00 
Benefactor (list of names) is $50.00 
Donor (list of names) is $20.00 
The Anniversary Booklet will highlight sponsors, benefactors and name list-
ings. 
The deadline for participating is July 15, 2009. If you need more information, 
call Jenny Blanchard at 570-674-3218. 

Welcome New Board Members: The Catherine McAuley Center is incorpo-
rated as a non profit organization and depends on the support of its staff/volunteers to con-
tinue helping homeless women transform their lives. The Center’s volunteer Board of Di-
rectors help insure success as a non profit by focusing on policy and planning. Members act 
as a governing body on behalf of the community at large and contributors while carrying 
out the Center’s mission and goals. The Center’s Board Members carry out their duties and 
responsibilities with compassion and mercy. They are generous with their time and are very 
involved with all aspects of the Center’s operation. The Catherine McAuley Center welcomes 
two new Board members-Sr. Cecilia Meighan, RSM and Ms. Connie Phieff.                               
 Sr. Cecilia is an attorney who will bring a wealth of experience. Her last position was 
Director of Planned Giving at Misericordia University, Dallas, PA and she is currently Counsel 
at Gallagher, Brennan and Gill, Attorneys-at-Law. Connie Phieff is the President/CEO of her 
own company, Phieff and Some, Inc., Kingston, PA. She will bring an area of expertise in corpo-
rate planning, strategic thinking and marketing. Both Sr. Cecilia and Connie have been and are 
involved with many associations, boards and community organizations in our community . Pic-
tured are new Board Members (l-r):Cecilia Meighan, RSM and  Connie Pheiff who have 
begun their orientation to the Center’s mission, bylaws, policies and programs, as well as their roles and responsibilities as board 
members. 

  Anniversary 
Booklet 

25th 

Current Activities/Events 

At the St. Patrick’s Day Parade, Scra-
ton, PA, March 14th, 2009, more than 

100,000 people, two television stations, numerous 
photographers and radio stations saw the Catherine 

McAuley Center’s 25th Anniversary Float win the very prestig-
ious Founders Award. This year’s Float honored the Green 
Dragon who protects and guides the fairies who live under the 
magical Roan Trees– just as the Center does through its mission 
of helping homeless women and children who come to be shel-
tered from crisis. 
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BRIDGE TRANSITIONAL HOUSING PROGRAM -Since the Bridge Hous-
ing Program began in 1986, the Center has assisted 258 women and 410 children and continues to 
the present day. Each family is set up in an apartment so, from its beginnings, the Center has set up 
258 apartments with 668 beds, blankets, sofas, living room chairs, sets of dishes, pots and pans, 

etc…. Women have gotten their GED’s and drivers licenses, become certified nurses aides, and LPNs. Some have 
graduated from two year programs in phlebotomy, child care, business management and medical technology. A few 
have gone on to receive their BAs, own their  own businesses and become homeowners. Caseworkers over the years: 
Mary Claire Boylan; Sr. Kathleen Halloran, RSM (NJ); Maureen Veeti; Sandy Boise; Cheryl Lewis; Eileen King 
(1992-present). Director of Programs: Sr. Dorothy Hagan RSM (1989-1993); Nancy De Pew (1993-1995). 

TRANSITIONAL HOUSING PROGRAM FOR WOMEN LEAVING THE 
LACKAWANNA COUNTY PRISON (1997-PRESENT)- The Program is a progressive, multi 
phase 12 month program that spans the critical release period and re-entry into the community. Women are provided 
with housing and a myriad of supportive services to enable them to redirect their lives. 70 women and children in this 
vulnerable and at-risk population have been assisted since the program’s inception. Caseworkers over the years: Eileen 
King and Tara Joyce (1997-present) 

TRANSITIONAL HOUSING PROGRAM FOR HOMELESS AND VICTI MS OF 
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE (2000-THE PRESENT)- This is a scattered site program, with the Center rent-
ing apartments in and around the City of Scranton. Since the inception of the program, 422 women and children have 
been assisted with finding and furnishing apartments, rent and utilities payments, along with case management, life 
skills and supportive services. The scattered site arrangement brings stability to the women and their children who 
eventually are integrated into neighborhoods with safe affordable apartments. Caseworkers: Sr. Francel D'Andrea 
(2000-01); Angela D’Andrea (2000-01); Michelle Siciliano (2000-03); Danielle Bennett (2003-06); Sr. Kathleen 
Smith, RSM (2006-07); Brook Addley (2006-present). 

History Continued/TRANSITIONAL HOUSING PROGRAMS 

Volunteers have been with the Center since 1984. Community volunteers 
donated furniture to the new shelter; became Board Members; adopted families 
during the Holiday Season; provided workshops and seminars; planted shrubs 
and flowers; provided transportation to and from appointments; stayed over-

night at the emergency shelters; organized food drives; 
sat on fundraising committees; answered phones; cleaned our facilities; constructed St. Patrick's 

Day floats; folded newsletters; painted buildings; made blankets; donated house-
hold items and so much more. Today, volunteers 
continue to assist the Center. The Center’s volun-
teers have food drives, cleaning supply drives, 
baby & kitchen showers, teddy bear parties, help 
with our bulk mailing, and so much more. 
Many Sisters of Mercy contributed years of their 
time coordinating volunteers, transporting Moms 
to appointments, providing medical services, baby 

sitting children,  and organizing programs to meet the needs of 
the community. Their dedication to the Center will never be forgot-
ten. Thank you Sister Romaine Shannon (bottom picture), Sister Agatha 
Mannix (top picture), and Sister Ruth Neeley (middle picture). 

 During 2008, volunteers provided 10,117 hours. If we cost those hours out using minimum 
wage (7.25/hr), the value of volunteers takes on another dimension.- $73,348.25/yr. 

 

Volunteers– Compassion to Action 

St. Eulalia’s Annual                         
Cleaning Supply Drive 
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The Catherine McAuley Center’s new Website is sporting a great look with many options. You will now be able to read the 
newsletter on site, ask questions about volunteering, donate financially, and when the time comes, you can bid on our annual 

Parade of Baskets. The Center will also be able to keep you updated on new events. We are all very excited about the new site.                 


